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Meetings as specified are held at the School 
of Mines and Industries, Lydiard Street Sth, 
Art Bullding, commencing at 7.30 p.m. 
EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE 


‘FROM CROCKERS, enr. STURT AND ARM- 


STRONG STS., BALLARAT, al 9.30 a.m, for 
FULL DAY OUTINGS OR AT 1.30 p.m. for 
HALF DAY? 


Field Reports: December Meeting 


Lyndsay Fink - 40 Eastern Rosellas are feeding on grass 
seeds in oat crop at Meredith. 

Ken McDonnell - Buff-banded Rail on dam at Invermay. 

Frank Harrap - Variety of birds seen at Merrin Merrin 


swamp: Painted snipe ‘2 female, 1 male), 
Japanese Snipe and pair of Brolgas with 
chick. White-browed Woodswallow and Rainbow 
bee-eater observed nesting. + 
- Wombat Forest: First siting of Wombat after 
over 100 visits. Birds include Square-tailed 
Kite, Peregrine Falcon, Rose Robin on nest, 
Satin Flycatcher, White*s Thrush, Rufous 
Fantail and Yellow-tailed Black CocKatoo. 
- Mt Helen: two Crimson Rasellas hatched in 
. nest box after 8 years. 

Greg Binns - At Merrin Merrin swamp Painted snipe, 
flocks of 10-12 Japanese Snipe, 18 Red-Kneed 
Dotterel Black-tailed Native-hen, Dusky 
Woodswallow, Eastern Rosella with young. No 
cormorants nesting this season. 
-~ White-throated Warbler heard and seen in 


7 cak tree 
Helen Neal - Koala near Shady Acres Caravan Park. 
Margaret Rotheram - White-winged Triller with young. 
Ken Hammond - 3 Pelicans soaring on thermal above Lake 


Wendouree. : 
Helen Burgess - Striated Pardalote at Black Hill. 


Diary Dates 


February 15 1992: Platypus Picnic with Maryborough FNC. Note 
change of date. 

March 6-9 1992: VFNCA Campout, The Basin. © 

February 26 Committee meeting at 8pm Florence 
Williamson's house 1112 Ligar St. 


“ 
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Hucelyptus mitchelliana BEERS sallee endemic to 
Mount Buffalo. 


About, Bint ees .- 


ee 


Why is a gum tree ‘called . a Eesiaeien For 
that matter why is it called a gum tree? 

From cuts in the trunk certain species yield | an 
astringent resin called Botany Bay Kino (gum). 

Eucalyptus is a word of Greek origin---eu meaning 
well or good and kaluptos meaning covered. 

The flowers of this species is always covered 
by a cap and Eucalyptus Oil is made from the 
leaves by distillation, a process that produces 
much gas, «S much as 10, 000 cubic feet from one 
ton of leaves. We know “only too well how a gum 
tree explodes during a fierce bushfire. 

The tallestt Eucalyptus is E. megnens), sometimes 
exceeding 300 feet. 

Fossils BAO that the species is of tremendous a 
age . 


December Meeting Animals of Southern Africa 
@ur Guest Speaker Ms. S. Davison. 


Miss Davison was in Zimbabwe as a teacher, she 
and her Husband were there a number of years. 

The people of this African republic have a life 
expectancy of 54 years, they live in a rural type 
lifestyle away from the big cities and towns, 
everything is carried on their heads and all the 
family helps, they are a most engaging people. 

Cow manure dried is used for fuel, it is almost 
the only fuel, for cooking and heating. 

The soil is a very clayey type and gets harder 
in the hotter months. Termites build large 
mounds which the people as a convenient burial 
ground. 

There are many rock carvings of an unknown age 
and mant paintings all done by the Bushmen (Kung) 
who were the original inhabitants, these people 
still inhabit part of Africa mainly the Kalahari 
Desert. 

Sone of the slides shown were Water Buck an — 
Antelope, Zebras, and Warthogs that kneel to feed, =J} 
Acacias are the prevalant trees. . 

Victoria falls is a lovely sight, they are almost 
two KM wide, it is on the border of Zambabwe and 
Zambia, the falls were discovered by Dr Livingstone 
' The dry seadon in Zambabwe is our winter months — 
followed by a heevy wet in August, this is when 

the falls are at their peak. 

Other animals were a Steihbok about the height 
of a Labrador pupe ae a common. animal in ee 
Africae 

There are two types of Rhinocerous, the Black 
and the White, one is a browser the other a eranee 
Bustards are large birds similar to ours. 

Around waterholes is the best place to see 
animals and the dry is the best time, some seen 
at the water were a Kudu and two calves, warthog 
with Oxpeckers and Giraffes which are very shy as 
ES are one of the SRT OME ES food for Lions. 
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dare of the Birds shown were- Lilac Breasted 
Roller Hoopoe, Carmine Bee Eaters which nest in — 
the Claypits, another beautiful bird of the water 
-ways is the African Fishing Hagle with its eerie 


| cry. it is easily identified. 


A Chamelion which changed from green to brown, 


canoing on the Zambesi River an Blephant a Giraffe 


usual waye 


and a Crocodile were seene — 
Malaria is prevalant also the Tsetse fly. - Africa 
is densely populated, Elephants are sometimes a 
dangerous nuisance and have to be shot, it costs 
#6000.(U.S.) for a permit to shoct an Blephant one 
of these. rogues is whet you would get. . 
Another favourite Hoe om Lions is the Wilde - 


 Beest or Gnu. 


Other animals shown were a Lioness with a Giraffe 
kill, Hyenas that wait to clean up the remains 


arter them comes Jackals and Vultures nothing is 


wasted. 
A visit to Botswana a flat desert. like country 
where the river spreads out to a large swamp with 


- crystal clear water the people fish here, there 
- aré,meny Crocodiles, a Hornbil, a Woodpecker an 
_ Elephant and two Lions a male and a female were | 
' also seen. 


Nimibia is a fascinating Gounnnye iteis dry 


sg toney desert with sand ‘dunes,,every day the land- 


heats up the cold air is kept out at night, it 
comes in as fog. 

Flamingos are beautiful pink birds that inhabit 
the water areas the one shown Was a dighter than 


usual one. 


Zimbabwe has a population of 10, 000, 000 Nimibia 
has a smaller poptlation. 
The remaing slides were of Seeieparce aie Nate 

Emblem of S.A. Oryx, Gemsbok,a Grey Goshawk, 


nae ‘beautiful Jackal and a ‘Lioness drinking. 


“Greg thanked our pauense (ing presen in une 
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Wombat State Forest Excursion - 8th December 1994 
We travelled Hast on the Freeway to Ballan and 

and then “orth to Blackwood, where after a brief 

stcp near the Garden of St Earth, we went to our 
first area based on the New Sultan Mine track. 
Just by the bridge over the Lederderg River in 

a Native Correa is the nest of a Yellow Faced 

Honeyeater occupied by one of the parent birds. 

In a nearby Pomederris an earlier nest of Rose 

Robins had been completely destroyed. After a 

brief walk North toward the mine waste heaps we 

turned West on a track that followed the biver 

until we came to a large pool at the base of a 

short stretch of river that had been cut through 

during the Goldrush days here, low down in a 

small Blackwocd was an active Rose Robin's nest 

with two young birds. A fortnight earlier on an 

. excursion with the Ballarat b.0.C.A. the parent 
-bird had been in and out of the nest feeding reg- 
ularly but today was a warmer day and the birds 

were seen but rarely. Rufous Fantails along this 

stretch of river were conspicuous by their absc- 
enc€e 

As the ectonded: ore headed back down the slope 
toward the river and lunch, John and I were very 
fortunate to see a Square Pailed Kite flying South 
at treetop height directly overhead; the white 
windows in the outer p,rt of the wings, in a flat- 

_ tened V with upturned tips and the shortish square 

tail were the major diagnostic features of. one of 

Australias rarest birds of prey. ; 

A sortie through the treesand ferns on the NeW. 
or the ridg: provided a Red Browed Treecreeper and 
a Rufous Fantail, oT : 
After lunch we went via the lookout on the ridge 

rosd to the upper end of the loam ridge track a 

few weeks earlier the wildflowers had been at 

their best but nearly a month without rain had 

911 but finished the display ( John has provided 

a plant list at the end of this report). 

+ fhen to stockyard track where | was able to 

whistle tp a male Batin Fly Catcher which - 
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‘“flitted in high above us Seenlign « we aaa seen a 


} 

| female Satin Fly Catcher near the river. Along 
the track we were rewarded with very good views 
at last of Rufous Fantails, with possibly four 
birds moving around us across the track. 

We ended the afternoon by crossing Nolan's creek | 
to stand in the shade, surrounded by treeferns 
and with the sound of water running down to the 
river through the mossy rocks. A relief from the 
heat of the day and a respite before the new week. 
and the préparations for Christmas. 

Needle Tailed swif'ts heading North were the 
final contribution to a good day in the bush. 


F.H. 


Wombat Forest Excursion 
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After a dry spring not many plants were still flowering but 
we saw a variety of plants along the gullies and in a dry 
woodland area along the Blackwood Ridge Road. The following 

list contains some of the plants identified. eid 


Stylidium graminifolium 
Goodenia ovata 
Burchardia umbellifera 
Dianella tasmanica 
Olearia argophylla 
Pomaderris apetala 
Clematis aristata 
Epacris impressa 
Stellaria pungens — 
Drosera auriculata 
Banksia marginata 
Viola hederacea 
Hibbertia fasciculata 
Isotoma fluviatilis 
Pultenea muelleri 


Grass Trigqger-plant 
Hop. Goodenia 
Milkmaids 

Tasman Flax-lily 


- Musk Daisy-bush 


Hazel Pomaderris 
Clematis 

Common Heath 
Prickly Starwort 
Tall Sundew 
Silver Banksia 


Tuy-leaf Violet 


Bundled Guinea-flower 


~ Swamp Isotome 
‘Mueller’s Bush-pea 


TG 
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——swrdveds of major and minor Variablons 


Botenical Notes. FAMILY ORCHTDAGHAN ( cta.) Feb. 1992 


ee a OE .. dorsal sepal 
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column ( styles, 
stigmas,stamens ) 
labellum 


(a segment of 
the perianth ) 
lateral eee 


_. lateral petal 


Floral structure of orchid - based on a Spider orchid 


some genera found acne Ballarat : 3 
most spp hairy 


3 niga ree ten Spider orchids 
| Caleana ( Duck orchid ) | flowers me onacd 
Chiloglottse ( Bird orchid ) flowers solitary 
Dipodium ( Hyacinth orchid ) perianth segments pink 
piarden = eS 78 _ .Ploérs brightly coloured 
Sr - yellow 


Microtis  ( Onion orchid ) oe very small, on 


Pterostylis ( a ) Several flowers - hood - 
Say See -¥ shaped 


Thelymitra ( Sun 1 orchid ) leaf glabrous. Flowers 
: é almost actinomorphic. 


In a family with so “many species there are 
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